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Exclusive information for subscribers to
WineSpectator.com:

MORE INSIDER RATINGS Our popular insicler newsletter s going
weakly, Now get twice as many advance ratings for exciting new
wines selectad fromm our editors' latest tastings.

NEW!SPECTATOR TRADING POST Find special wine offers,
including great values and hard-to-find
collectiples, from a select group of
retailers, Offers for our subscribers
change frequently, so check in often
for the best deals.

VINTAGE CHARTS We offer more
than 25 charts, updated regularhy with
the tatest vintages and featuring our
editors’ scores and drinkability recom-
mendations. Plus, print out our wallet-
size charts,

VALUE-WINME LISTS Erowse our
exclusive lists of the world's top wine
vallies andvalue producers. We've
also added new lists, such as "Cut-
standing reds from Argentina and
Chile for 30 or less.”

Free resources for all of
our WineSpectator.com
reaclers:

2007 VINTAGE REPORT CARD With
the newast Wines now aging inwmeary
cellars, Wine Speclator's editors proe-
vicle @n earky look at potential guality
in key regions across the Morthern
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OUR TOP-SCORING WINES THIS ISSUE
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Vinha Maria Teresa

Marcassin Chardonnay Sonoma  Quinta do Crasto Douro
Coust Zio Tony Ranch 2003
Q6 POINTS, $75

Vinha Marin Teresa 2005
Of POINTS, 5149

Hemisphere and give eacha preliminary grade. Plus, watch bonus
videos from Tuscany’s 2007 harvest

VALENTIMNE!S DAY Romance your date with a seductive wine or an
indulgent dessert, We'll help you imprass that special semeone with
tips for the parfect meal and great wine picks.

VIDEOS ‘We now have mare than 200 videgs onour site:

= Tuscany: Visit Fattora di Felsina, a producer of great Chiant)
Classico, super Tuscans and Cabernaet Sauvignon

+ Chapoutier Tasting: Hear from the Rhéna's Michel Chapoutien
who presented eight single-vineyard wines from the prestigious
Hermitage appellation curing the 2007 Wine Experience.

TAKE THE CHALLENGE We're putting your wine knowledge to the
test with our fun, new biweskly wine quiz. See how wall you do
compared with other readers,




SPECTATOR SELECTIONS

Highly Recommended

The issue’s most Impressive wines. Includes
top-scorers and wines that represent aptimal
purchases based on thelr combination of score,
price and avallability.
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9 Quinta do Crasto Douro Reserva 0ld Vines

2005 S40 [ecply colored, with intonse yet
refined aromas and Qavors of kirsch, bovsenberry, dark
cherry and splee. The fruit is supported by focused nores
of mineral and graphice, and the finish i loaded with dark
chocalate and medium tannins, Drink now through 2013,
1,500 cases imported —K .M.

9 Mischief & Mayhem Meursault Les Gene-

vriéres 2005 $75 An ethereal whire Bar-
gundy, featuring white fower, me, pear and minesal ano-
s and flavors thar are beautifully inregrated with the
light-weight frame. Seamless from beginning to end, -.-.|r|-|
a refreshing, mintlike aftertaste. Drink now through 2020,
30 coses made.—B.5

CiRANATO

9 4 Foradori Vigneti delle Dolomiti Granato

2004 S$60 Durk in color Shows fabulous aro-
mas of blackbermy, mineral and licoree. Full-kodied, with
big, velvery smnins and o long, long fintsh, Refined and
polished. Very smooth, Waondedully balanced. Teraldesn,
Drink now throush 2012, 4,000 cases mude,—1.5,

On the Buylng Guide cover: The vineyards of Quinta do Crasto rise
alonig the hillsides atiove Portugal's Doura River, Photograph by
Mick Rack/CEPHAS.
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93Bod&gnsy\fiﬁ&dusﬂ. Fournier Malbec Uco
Valley Alfa Crux 2004 544  This i« durk and
pcked with a large core of hoisin saace, Port reduction,
bittersweet cocoa, raspberry ganache and charcoal thar
minages o sty feshy and driven through the long, struc-
tured finish. Ofters vouthbul impact now, bur seally bule
for cellaring—unlike most of its peers, which offer vivid
Irulr right out of the gare. Best from 2009 through 2015
S00 cases imported. —J M.,
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9 2 Robert Eymael (Ménchhof) Riesling Spat-

lese Mosel-Saar-Ruwer Urziger Wiirzgarten
2006 $30 A lush, concenvrared white, exhibirimg
raisin, peach, pastry and lime notes, This gets support
from the bright strucrure, showing more nectarine |||1
mancarin orange asccemts as ir lngers nicely, Drink no
theouph 2028, 500 cases imponed. —B.5

Collectibles

Wines that will improve most fram additional
bottle age and that show the greatest polential to
gain in value,

e rvensicin

9 6 Mareassin Chardonnay Sonoma Coast Zio |
Tony Ranch 2003 575 Fresh, vibranr and
concentmated, delivering o complex army of spicy anise-
ringed melon, fig, citrus and lemon costand. Lively ncidity
keeps the Mavors dancing on tae finish, Drink now through

2012, 98 cases mnde.—J L. |
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93 Marcassin Chardonnay Sonoma Coast
Marcassin Vineyard 2003 5100 Creamy-
textured, with hines of vanilla, anise; pearand melon chat
e intense, focused and concentmted: Soill young and
tiight, showing preat intensity and persistent flavors, Drink

e
now throngh 2011, 335 cases made.—J L

Iffv’f- Peerdie b

‘ 93Marcassln Chardonnay S

Three Sisters Vineyard 2003
full-bodied styvle, with a mix of ripe mel
eysuckle shaded by clean vanillastinged
[SHT complex finish that {or all its size
and refined. through 2
made.—J.1

Drink now

Wines that deliver fine character at af
and that are 1Jir|:||E|:II1_.I avallable.
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9 Beringer Alluvium Blanc ¥

2006 $16 Offers wonderful
with a rich, vibrant beam of mngerine
subtle pear shadings, Finishes wicha long,
which shows a |'|l1'.1 ol s Hl_—nn”uh. 5
Chardonnay and Viemier, Dirink now
9000 cases made—J. L

9 1 Bodega Luigi Bosca Malbec

Reserva 2005 518 Al b
wine, with muscular layers af Black fie, cc
cocon and dark licorice piled on top of he
tannine. A bir of o brute inosevle, bar
soften irs edpes enoneh. Drink now theo
cases made—J. M
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NELL ELLIS
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9 1 MNeil Ellis Chardonnay Stelle

520 A brghe, uniclomed style,
cut apple, lime and kiwifradr hacked by f
viery long finish bs chiseled and lenves o mo
Prink now through 2009, 700 cases impan



taly / New Zealand / Portugal

Ellint Sauvignon, with lom of charac-
niw. 4,330 cases mude.—J. 8.

'_'I];EIiB-GIuHH]N 2005 $29 ey
el honey and hints of plocapple
vafull-bodied palare, with bonds of
g, Hlivocful finish, Big and rich, with
bicy. The bestever from this procucer.
Suuvignion. Drink now, 440 coses

' Pinot Grigio Collio 2006 $37
Finoi, pineapple and papaya aromeas
p o full-bodied palate, with fresh
tally, appley finish. Balanced and fla-
B S0 cases made.~] . 8.

LAND

highlight the finish, Deink now. 2,000 cases
impormed.—L.5.

86 wither Hills Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough
2007 $15 Gruss, minemal, green penr and lime
flavors have very pood depth, with intense stoniness ex-
tending through the finish, Drink now, 150,000 cases
macle.—[}.5,

85 saint Clair Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough

Vicar's Cholce 2007 S16 Brighr und cirrusy, with

fine vibrancy to lime and grapefruit lavors accented by

mineml and grassy undertones. Drink now. 50,000 cases

mache—[1.8.

B4 vina Marda Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough
Private Bin 2007 515 .5

PORTUGAL

auvignon Blane Marlborough B

5 Fleahy and concentmted, with a
eeal, prapetruie-lime, anise and oyster
it sl citrus scidiny linser, with o hine
nw, 300 cases imparted —12.8,

uvignon Blanc Marlborough
Hon 2007 513 See Smarc Buys,

ir Chardonnay Kumeu 2005 $33

enise with pistry dough, lemon skin,
ol _f_l'.w-.ll:\-. Stone, mineral and vibemt
junize defely in the finish. Drink now
e twice, with consistent notes. 3,000
|

Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough
_ r';hﬂ'”.. wat srone, '__.:I'HZ‘J- .I'I'II.'l L'TI!I'N:'-
shiver very good concentrution, with
vy fncrening the finish. Drink now,
il .5

.ate harvest 2006 530/375ml
th very good concentration to apple
bl gteen apple, lemon and tangy apri-
konew through 2009, 150 cases

sauvignon Blanc Marlborough
i, with very good intensity to grass,
it ol grapefruit totes. Pronounced
Eivors exvend through the concentraed
000 sy imported —L.5,

Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough
erapefruir ond aromatic oyster shell
ol intensioy, with gruss and stone ac-
Ll finish, Drink now. 3,250 cases

ly Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough

:'au\rlgnun Blanc Marlborough
._' Mineral and lime lavors hove vers
herass amd | herb accents laghligheing
015,000 cirees tmported —DL5,

ord Chardennay Marlborough
517 Poaclied pear. roasted yellow
kin tlavors have very good concentra-
DY cises imported —12.8

ivignon Blanc Marlborough 2007
i very good concentmation fo lime,
p_nd_grd.-j.lig.' flavors. A trace of sweet-
He' finish. Drink now. 75,000 cases

ga Chardonnay Martinborough
ay, withapricor, peach pir and poached
brols tonsty opk, caramel and vanilla

96 Quinta do Crasto Douro Vinha Maria Teresa
2005 5149 [Delivers porgeous aromas and flavors of
chocolate, dark cherry and spice. Concentrated and re-
fned, thas lusciows, uncmous red s filled with silky man-
fins and enough enushed red trale und minerl nores o
litvgeer lomg after the Tast sip. Drink now throogh 200550
cases impormed.—E.M.

95 quinta do Crasto Douro Reserva Old Vines
2005 540 See llighly Recommended, page 209,

95 Niepoort Douro Charme 2005 $98 An cle-
gant red from the Douro in o Burgundian style, with o
beefy aroma and refined flavoe of plum, repberey, dork
cherry and sandalwood. Has silky mnnins, with o long,
entrancing finish filled with cream, mochaand chocolare.
Dirink now theough 2014, 2235 cases made—K.M

94 Quinta do Crasto Touriga Macional Douro
2005 599 A vibrunt expression of Touriga, with in.
rense, well-sculpred favors of red plum, kirsch, red cherry
angd mineral. The long finish features medium-grained
rannins, with layers of cream, spice and chocolace, Tempt-
ine now. Best from 2009 dheoush 2004, 100 cases
irmported. KM,

93 Lemos & Van Zeller Douro Curriculum Vitae
2005 $100  Inkyand rich, with a surplus of dark choc-
olate, blackberry and mocha flavors. Powerful but bal-
ancecl, s o bong finish of French ronst and mineral, with
plenty of Asian spice in the mix, Drink now through 2014,
75 cases imported. —K .M.

93 Lemos & Van Zeller Douro Van Zellers Red
2004 525 A powerful red, with a deep well of dark
plum, Blackberry and so ked cherry flavars, Finishes bong,
with lots of chiocolnte, lacon and spice. Drink now through
2012, 130 coses imported.—K . M

92 Lemos & Van Zeller Douro Quinta Vale D.
Maria 2005 $65 Has o spicy, peppery aroma, with
Mevors of daik plum, dark cherry and hines of pomepean-
ate. Notes of iron and minenl also pervade this muscalin
rel, with plenty of tunnbns on the finish, Best from 2009
through 2014, 250 cases importod —K ML

92 nNiepoort Douro Batuta 2005 $110 Full-
bedied and elegant, displiving concentrated Havors of
dark plum, meat and mocha, with hines of hickory, The
long finish highlights the ripe fruit and silky tannins,
Drink now cheough 201 1. 700 coses made—K M.

92 nNiepoort Douro Vertente 2006 $32 The
st is redulent of berry and choerry, with rcly, lush fla-
vors ol p!um_ r.'._\r]_\-m', chery and spice, flankied by veins
of minerm|. The long finsh s filled with mocha and cream.
Irink now through 2014, 1,740 eases masle—K. M

92 Pocas Junior Dourc Reserva 2004 $25 A
concentrated red ina dry Port seyle, with inrense aromas
and flavors of dark currant, kirsch, clierry and spice. This
is no-holds-larred with the mnnins, showing o deep vein
of dark chocolate and espresso favars that linger with
plenty of grip on the Gnidh. Touriga Macional, Touriga

Mew Releases: |

Franca, Tinta Roriz and Tinm Barroca, Unnk now thre,
2015, 600 caves pade —K.M,

92 quintado Vallado Douro Reserva 2005 S
Concenceated blackbenry aromas and flavors doming
this very juicy, I'h:;h-l:u.ﬂng red, Strong notes of da
chocaluee and French roazt fill the finish. Drink nc
through 2012, 150 cases imparred — K M.

92 Quinta do Vallado Touriga Nacional Douw
2005 $55 A muscular, sirapping Tourlza, with oo
centrated flovors of dark plum, red chierry und raspben
Hasa long, lingering finish of dark chocolate and gannch
Lxink now throwgh 20012, 100 cases imporred —K M.

91 vinhos Borges Douro Quinta de Soalhei
2005 512 A pure expression of raspberry, red plu
and pepper flavors: Long and concenerured, with a smal
Hni:-h 'I”Hj “‘I'I'i‘i ‘[111."!11‘\' L‘t‘[‘l""{["{' hu:'||‘|,, |.'| (TR} Jlun\ ;|:|‘,||_| nu
cha. Needs some time in the cellar wo lesh out. Pest fro
2009 ehraugh 2013, Tasted twice, with cansistent riote
200 cases nmported—K M.

91 nNiepoort Douro Redoma Red 2005 S5
Powerful and focused, with erushed red fruie flavors o
plenty of mineral and chocolare notes. Finishes crisp, wit
splee and mine, Drnk now through 2002 2,080 cas
macle.—K.M. '

90 wiepoort Douro White Tiara 2006 $29 Vi,
creamy, with rich, perfumed aromas and lush lavors
apricor, peach, baked '.I.;1r*||: anvel tropical fruis. Smeky an
rich an the finish, Drink now theough 2012, 360 cas
minde—F M.

90 oguinta dos Roques Touriga Nacional Da
2005 $35 Ripe mnd smoky, with linds of dark cherr
cnssis and boysenberry flavors. There ulso a decp well
dark choeolate and spice, which carries through ro th
long finish. Drink now through 2014, 400 case
macle —K .M, '

89 Niepoort Douro Redoma Reserva White 200
$57 A nich, ripe whire, with an enticing spicy arom
amd lush, full-bodied Aavors of ripe apple, mango, hone
and cream. Finishes with smoked almond, Drink net
through 2011, 315 cases made.—K M.

89 Pogas Junior Douro Coroa d'Ouro Reserv
Red 2004 512 A refined ved trom the Douro, witl
concentrated lavors of sandalwood, red cherry and plum
Has plenty of acidivy and steuerure ro back it up. Tourig:
Nuacional, Touriga Franca, Tinm Roriz, Tints Barcoca an
Tinto Cao, Drink sow through 2013, 2,500 caw
made.—K.M

89 Pocas Junior Douro Novus 2004 $18 |
-IT!I-! |i|ii\"||". er.l'l '|'|'L‘I|.-£|:|..‘|‘.i|'|.|r1! |‘|i1'|.'|’l-‘|'_li nl- n:rl FI]L““_.‘ e
berry, smoke and spice. Shows plenty of bright fruit o
the finish, with silky tannins. Should be n fine match
for voast poulery, Tourign Nacional, Touripa Franes, T
Roriz mnd Tinta Bamroea, Dink now through 2012, 1,300
cities made, —K M.

B8 prats & Symington Douro Chryseia 2005
866 Spicy, with supple Aavors of cream, raspberry and
mocha and silly mannins. The lingering finish is filled with
milk chocolite. Drink now through 2010, 3.000 cie
imported.—K. M

88 quintado Vallado Douro2005 §20 Meduin-
to full-bodied, with mouthfilling red plum, dark cherry and
berry tlavars. Has plenty of mnnins on the finith, with
smoky note, Drink now, 400 cases imported =K. M

87 quintadoVallado Douro White Reserva 2006
$50 A juicy, lively white, showing pesr, citrus and apple
flavors, with nores of honey and spice. Finishes with st
salt and mineral, Drink now, 50 cases imported.—K M

86 vinhos Borges Vinho Verde Gatdo NV §7
Crisp and penchy-tasting, with notes of mngetine, mins
etal and lime. Medivm-bodied, with a fuiey, apple fcih
Prrink now. T0O eases immpored,—K M.



